MAJOR MILESTONE REACHED IN MAKING THE 

USS CHARLES F. ADAMS NAVAL SHIP MUSEUM A REALITY

ACVA and JHNSA UPDATE – JAN 30, 2009 

Another major milestone was reached this week in the effort to establish the USS CHARLES F. ADAMS as a Naval Ship Museum in Jacksonville, Florida.  The ACVA and JHNSA team submitted, before the deadline, a response to NAVSEA, containing answers and clarifications to the 24 questions received from NAVSEA last June regarding the ACVA/JHNSA Ship Donation Application that we submitted to the Navy in March of 2008.  As agreed with NAVSEA in a Donation Application Review Meeting last August, ACVA and JHNSA submitted their responses to the NAVSEA questions in a “revised” Ship Donation Application.  Our Application is now 996 pages in length, and it covers the same subjects as the original submission – but there is more detail, and a different focus, in certain sections of the Application as we made changes to respond to NAVSEA.

We owe “Special Thanks” to Pete Mansel for his dynamite work, in developing a comprehensive spread sheet with all of our Start-Up Costs, Business Plan revisions, formatting of all the changes to the Application, and making sure we got it done!  Bob Branco spent countless hours updating the Curatorial Plan, the Towing Plan, the Berth Plan, and many other sections.  Thanks to Bob Rumney for his great POA&M, and Maintenance Plan updates.  Thanks to Wayne Misenar for his “super” inputs to the Environmental Plan, and his preparation for the surveys we will be doing in a few months.  Thanks to Jim Aldrich and John Skiffington for their careful reviews of all of our inputs and changes.  It was an outstanding team effort!! 

While all of the Application work was going on, Bert Watson and Wayne Misenar have been to countless meetings getting additional support from local Jacksonville groups.  We were able to put out a great Newsletter last month with help from Jim Aldrich, who also obtained additional Navy League support, and a commitment from the Armed Forces Military Museum to display our antennas until the ship is ready for them.  Craig Bernat’s drive to Pittsburgh to pick up radar repeaters and other gear, then drive them to Jax, and then later work hard at the Philly Open House were also big contributions.   Thanks to Dave Myerly for keeping track of members and volunteers and all of our paperwork, and to Jim Bosworth for continually updating our ACVA web site, making our web site the best out there regarding ships and vets.  We have accomplished an incredible number of achievements, and Bob Branco and Bert Watson extend a heartfelt THANK YOU and WELL DONE to all who have contributed so much for the past few months!!

So, as we start 2009, we have another major success – submission of our response to NAVSEA.  Our vision of establishing a Naval Ship Museum in Jacksonville is fast becoming a reality.  We have much more to do (and our main focus now will be on fund raising), but we have definitely come a long way!!  Please continue to “spread the word”, ask others to get involved, sign up as a Volunteer on the web site, and contribute when you can.  Stay abreast of the news on ADAMS and the Jacksonville Historic Naval Ship Museum at www.adamsclassddgvets.org
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